OYSTER RIVER COOPERATIVE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Policy Committee Meeting

March 9, 2023 3:30 PM

SAU - Conference Room

Agenda
L Call to Order
IL Review of suggested policies and procedures.

O

IKFA - Early Graduation
o IKG - Awards and Scholarships

o NHSBA - Version
o IL - Evaluation of Curricular Programs

o NHSBA Version
o BEDH - Public Comments at Board Meetings - Returned from School Board

o BEDH-R - Public Comments at Board Meetings
J]] - Access to Public School Programs by Non-Public, Charter
Schools and Home Education Pupils- Returned from School Board

O

Next Regular Meeting: April 13, 2023



OYSTER RIVER COOPERATIVE SCHOOL BOARD Policy Code: IKFA

Draft to Policy Committee: September 10, 2014 Page 1 of 1
First Read School Board: September 17, 2014 Category: Priority
Second Read/Adoption School Board: October 1, 2014
Policy Committee Review: March 9, 2023

EARLY GRADUATION

The Oyster River Cooperative School Board supports early graduation as a means to earn a
high school diploma. Parental involvement for students under the age of 18 is required.
The high school principal shall approve such requests if he/she determines that all state
and local graduation requirements will be met and that early graduation is related to
career and/or educational plans of the student making the request. Upon approval by the
high school principal, the minimum 4-unit requirement per year for enrolled students shall
be waived and the student shall be awarded a high school diploma.

Legal References:
NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section Ed 306.27(ad), Early Graduation

Cross Reference:
IKF - Graduation
IKFC - High School Diploma - Alternative Programs
ILBAA- High School Graduation Competencies {pending}




OYSTER RIVER COOPREATIVE SCHOOL BOARD Policy Code: IKG

Review to Policy Committee: August 4, 2011 Page 1 of 1
First Read to SB: September 21, 2011

Second Read/Adoption to SB: October 5, 2011

School Board First Read: August 19, 2015

School Board Second Read/Adoption: September 2, 2015
Policy Committee Review: March 9, 2023

Category: Optional

AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

The Oyster River Cooperative School Board may offer a variety of awards and scholarships
sponsored by groups and individuals. Any new award or scholarship must be approved by
the Board. All ongoing scholarship balances shall be handled by the Durham Trustee and
administered according to the criteria set forth in the provisions approved by the Board.
Scholarships shall be administered through the individual schools. If funds are not distributed
directly to the recipient by the sponsoring organization they shall be handled by the business
office. The District assumes no responsibilities if an organization made the check payable to the
student, it is the organization who is responsible for securing evidence of the student’s
attendance and for pursuing suspected diversion of funds. No offer of award will be accepted
which is discriminatory on the basis of race, color, creed, national origin, gender or sexual
orientation.




IKG - AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

Category O

The Board may offer a variety of awards and scholarships sponsored by groups and individuals.
Any new award or scholarship must be approved by the Board. No offer of award will be
accepted which is discriminatory on the basis of race, color, creed, national origin or sex.

Reviewed: July 2004
Revised: July 1998



OYSTER RIVER COOPERATIVE SCHOOL BOARD

Policy Code: IL

Date of Adoption: June 15, 1988

Date of Revision: July 19, 2006

Date of Revised Policy to SB 15t Read: October 6, 2010
School Board 2rd Read & Adoption: October 20, 2010
Policy Committee Review: March 9, 2023

Page 1 0f 1

EVALUATION OF CURRICULAR PROGRAMS

The Superintendent will evaluate the instructional programs annually in accordance
with Board policies and state guidelines. The Superintendent will report annually to the
Board on the progress the District is making towards the attainment of its educational

goals and improving student performance.

Legal References:

NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section Ed 306:24(c)(4), Evaluation of

Curriculum

Cross Reference:

ILBA: Assessment of Educational Programs




IL - ANAYLYSIS AND ASSESSMENT OF INSTRUCTIONAL
RESOURCES

(Download policy)

Category: Recommended

The Superintendent will evaluate the instructional programs annually in accordance with Board
policies and state guidelines. The Superintendent will, from time to time, report to the Board on
the progress the District is making towards the attainment of its educational goals and improving
student performance.

Legal References:
Ed 306.08(b)(1), Analysis and Assessment of Instructional Resources

Revised: May 2014
Revised: July 2005, August 2006, May 2008

Copyright © 2008, New Hampshire School Boards Association. All rights reserved.
NHSBA sample policies are distributed for resource purposes only, intended for use only by members of NHSBA Policy Services. Contents do

not necessarily represent NHSBA legal advice or service, and are not intended for exact publication.



OYSTER RIVER COOPERATIVE SCHOOL BOARD Policy Code: BEDH

School Board/Superintendent Revisions: January 13, 2014 Page 1of1
Annual Policy Committee Review: April 19,2017,4/11/18,5/5/21-No Change
Policy Committee: September 9, 2021

School Board Public Hearing/First Read: October 6, 2021

School Board Second Read Adoption: October 20. 2021

School Board Annual Review: April 6, 2022

Policy Committee Review: January 12. 2023 & 2/9/23
School Board First Read: February 15, 2023

Back to Policy: March 9, 2023

Category: Recommended

PUBLIC COMMENT AT BOARD MEETINGS

The primary purpose of the Oyster River Cooperative School Board meetings is to conduct the business of the Board
as it relates to school policies, programs and operations. The public is encouraged to attend all public meetings of
the Board. However, the public is not allowed to participate in public Board meetings except during public
comments. The Board will allow public comments at regular public meetings and workshops.

Public comments can be limited by the Chairperson in order to accomplish the agenda in a timely manner. For the
School Board to conduct its meetings properly and efficiently, and in order to assure that persons who wish to
appear before the Board may be heard, it is expected that the following will guide public comments at Board
meetings:

1. Consistent with RSA 91-A:3, Policy BEDB-Agenda Preparation & Format, and the laws pertaining to student
and family privacy rights, the Board will not place any matter on the public agenda that is to be properly
discussed in a non-public session. Complaints regarding district staff will be directed to the Superintendent.

2. Consistent with RSA 189:74, public comment can happen anytime within 30 minutes of the start of public
comment, even when-after the Board has moved on to other topics. Additionally, the required 30-minute Hmit
minimum only applies to the first public comment period at any meeting if more than one comment period is on the

agenda.

23. All speakers are to conduct themselves in a civil manner. Obscene, slanderous, defamatory or

violent statements will be considered out of order and will not be tolerated. The Board Chairperson may
terminate the speaker’s privilege of address if the speaker does not follow this rule of order. Individuals who may
speak during Public Comment includes, residents of the District, students, and parents or guardians of students who
attend District schools and students.

34. Other Non-residents who wish to speak will be required to receive authorization from the Board Chair prior to
the meeting.

45. Speakers may not delegate others to speak on their behalf or “give” time to other speakers.

6. Consistent with RSA 189:74: 1 and in the interest of protecting personally identifiable information (“PII”) as well
as other confidential information, comments (including complaints) regarding individual students, volunteers, or
employees (other than the Superintendent) should be directed to the Superintendent or otherwise as provided
under the complaint/grievance resolution processes set forth in Board Policy KEB-Public Complaints about School
Personnel, Employees, Students or Administration to the School Board.

This policy affects public access to the Board and the public’s Right to Know. To protect that right, this policy
requires a public hearing before it may be revised. Further, this policy may not be suspended except by a two-thirds
vote at a public meeting. The Board must always fully comply with the letter and spirit of the Right-to-Know law
that may not be suspended. This policy will be reviewed by the Board and all standing advisory committees
annually before the end of April to ensure full awareness and compliance.

Legal Reference:
RSA 91-A:2, Meetings Open to Public

RSA 91-A:3, Non-Public Sessions

Cross Reference:
BEDH-R & R1 - Public Comment Procedure & Sign-in Form
BEA - Regular Board Meetings
BEC - Non-Public Sessions
BEDB - Agenda Preparation and Format
KEB - Complaints about School Personnel



OYSTER RIVER COOPERATIVE SCHOOL DISTRICT BEDH-R

Policy Committee: September 9, 2021
School Board Public Hearing/First Read: October 6, 2021
School Board Second Read Adoption: October 20, 2021

Policy Committee Review: January 12, 2023 & 2/9/23
School Board First Read: February 15, 2023
Back to Policy: March 9, 2023

PUBLIC COMMENTS AT BOARD MEETINGS - PROCEDURE

The Oyster River Cooperative School Board values public input to the School Board through public comment
time during School Board meetings as well as communications by email, letter, and other means.

In Public Comments, the School Board seeks to:
1. Include comments from as many Oyster River community members and parents or guardians of students

who attend as-pessisle-District schools in the time allotted for public comments. (tuitien-studentfamities
rreespedlotorsstesrelatedro-the-buldingnnwihien-thel—chidabiepdss-

2. Ensure multiple positions are reflected in public comments.
3. Maintain respectful deliberation of school district matters.

To facilitate these goals, the following procedure is established:

Public Comments are included #7-0n the agenda of the Regular and Workshop meetmqs of the School Board at.
WhICh a quorum is present meetings- A .

This procedure does not apply
to_emergency meetings, Annual Meetings of the District (which are the responsibility of the Moderator), nor to
Public Hearings.

Public Comments are generally expected to be Individual comments. Group presentations will generally not be
permitted outside of the time afforded to each individual speaker during Public Comments. Speakers are
discouraged from consecutively reading verbatim a lengthy written statement. Individuals who may speak during
Public Comment includes, residents of the District, parents or guardians of students who attend District schools and
students.

Other Non-residents who wish to speak will be required to receive authorization from the Board Chair prior to the
meeting.

Individuals who wish to speak at the School Board meeting may be required to indicate their interest in speaking by
signing-in prior to the start of the meeting. Sign-in may require names, home address, and topic(s) for comments.
Alternatively, the School Board Chair may solicit information in other ways based on attendance at the beginning of the
meeting.

The School Board Chair is responsible for managing time during Public Comments. Public Comments will typically
be limited to 3 minutes per person, though the Chair may reduce that time if the number of speakers is 10 or more.
Generally, no more than 18 speakers will be accommodated in any 30-minute public comment period.

As an agenda item, Public Comments may be extended er—pesmeted-by action of the Board in the modlﬁcatlon and
approval of the meeting Agenda. * : , o ,
e e

Individuals speaking during Public Comments may not delegate or assign their time to another individual.

Individuals preventing others from speaking or being heard or disrupting the School Board meeting outside of their
designated public comment time may be directed by the Chair to leave the meeting.

Legal Reference:
RSA 91-A:2, Meetings Open to Public

RSA 91-A:3, Non-Public Sessions
RSA 189:74: Public Comment




Cross Reference:
BEDH - Public Participation at a Board Meeting
BEDH-R1
BEA - Regular Board Meetings
BEC - Non-Public Sessions
BEDB - Agenda Preparation and Format
KEB - Complaints about School Personnel



OYSTER RIVER COOPERATIVE SCHOOL BOARD Policy Code: JJJ

Review by Policy Committee: February 9, 2023 Page 1 of 2
School Board First Read: February 15, 2023 Category: Priority
Back to Policy : March 9, 2023

ACCESS TO PUBLIC SCHOOL PROGRAMS BY NONPUBLIC, CHARTER SCHOOL AND HOME EDUCATED
PUPILS

All Oyster River Cooperative School District pupils residing in the District, whether they are home educated, or
are attending public chartered school or nonpublic schools (collectively, “non-enrolled district students”), shall
have access to curricular courses and co/extra-curricular programs offered by the District in accordance with
RSA 193:1-c.

A. Equal Access to District Courses and Programs.

Non-enrolled district students will have the same access as do enrolled students to the District’s courses
and programs. Non-enrolled district students shall not be subject to any policies, procedures or standards
with respect to participation in the District’s courses or programs that are more restrictive than those
governing the District’s enrolled students. Non-enrolled district students, however, must meet the same
eligibility criteria as the District’s students as described in paragraph B below.

The district allows non-enrolled district students to participate on an equal basis in courses and programs
offered by the district provided they meet the eligibility requirements for participation (e.g., deadlines for
registration, academic progress/performance, parental permission, third party (e.g., NHIAA) requirements,
physical exams/health requirements, etc).

In the event that a course or program has reached capacity, selection between enrolled students and non-
enrolled district students must be made using the same criteria, such as registration deadlines, registration
dates, audition/tryout, seniority by grade, etc. If, after applying such criteria the course/program remains
overenrolled, the determination should be made randomly.

If a student or their parent/guardian believes that they have not been given equal opportunity for
participation in district programs, then they may appeal as outlined in Board policy JJA - Student Activities,

Clubs and Organizations

Participation in Curricular Courses.

In order to participate in the District’s curricular courses, non-enrolled district students must meet the
eligibility criteria that applies to students enrolled in the school district. The building Principal will provide
this eligibility criteria to parents or guardians of non-enrolled district students upon request.

Parents/guardians shall submit requests for participation in District courses in writing to the building
Principal. The building Principal will verify that the eligibility standards are the same as those that apply to
students enrolled in the school district.

The Principal will determine if a non-enrolled district student has satisfied eligibility criteria and
prerequisites in the same manner as they would for determining whether a course satisfies requirements
for awarding credits as outlined in Board policy IK-Earning of Credits.

In making the determination, the Principal should consider home education evaluation materials (see RSA
193-A:6, I1I), course descriptions, syllabi, and/or any other relevant information offered by the
parent/guardian of the student.

Requests for the related services including, but not limited to, physical therapy, occupational therapy,
speech therapy, counseling, psychological, guidance, and/or special education services shall be referred to
the Student Services Director. If a dispute arises between the parent/guardian and the District as to the
pupil's right to these services, the Student Services Director shall inform the Superintendent, who shall
consult the District's attorney for a legal opinion.

B. Use of School Texts and Library Materials.

Non-enrolled district students will be permitted to use the school library, borrow school texts and borrow
library materials under the same conditions and rules as pupils enrolled in the District.



OYSTER RIVER COOPERATIVE SCHOOL BOARD Policy Code: J]]
Review by Policy Committee: February 9, 2023 Page 2 of 2
Back to Policy: March 9, 2023 Category: Priority

C. Participation in Activities and Co/extra-curricular Programs.

Requests by non-enrolled district students for participation in District co-curricular/extra-curricular
activities or programs (“activities”) shall be made in writing by the parent/guardian to the building
Principal. The building Principal shall ensure that there is equal treatment and opportunity of non-enrolled
district students relative to their participation in District activities.

In order to participate in District activities, non-enrolled district students must:

1. Meet the eligibility criteria for participation in the activity that apply to students enrolled in the
school district, with the exception of school attendance;

2. Meet any tryout/audition criteria or their equivalent for participation in the activity that apply to
students enrolled in the school district as outlined in Board policy JJA-Student Activities, Clubs and

Organizations; and

3. Comply with all policies, rules and regulations or their equivalent of the governing organization of
the activity as outlined in Board policy JJA-Student Activities, Clubs and Organizations.

Non-enrolled district students participating in district co-curricular and extra-curricular activities are
subject to the same fees charged enrolled students for the activity.

D. Appeals.

Any student/parent/guardian who believes that the district’s policies/regulations or the State’s
laws/regulations pertaining to a non-enrolled district student’s access to a course or program have not
been appropriately or fairly interpreted may appeal as follows:

If the original decision being appealed was made by the Principal, then the “Principal” as used in steps
1-4 shall refer to the “Superintendent”, and the Superintendent’s decision shall be final. Step 5 shall not

apply.
1. Submit a letter to the building Principal stating the nature of the concern and requesting a hearing.

2. Within five (5) school days the Principal will convene a meeting with the student and/or parents,
the coach/advisor, and a teacher(s).

3. The student/parent will be given an opportunity to explain why they believe the student should be
eligible for participation. Additionally, the student/parent may present information, documents or
other material in support of their position. The Principal shall prepare minutes of the meeting.

4. The Principal will consider all information available and will make a final decision within three (3)
school days following the meeting. The Principal will notify and inform the student/parents of their
decision in writing via email. When time is of the essence, the Principal should first convey the basic
conclusion as soon as practicable via telephone or email.

5. The student/parent/guardian may within 3 days of the Principal’s email of the decision submit a
written request for further review by the Superintendent. The written request should describe why
the Principal’s decision should not be upheld. The Superintendent may decide without further
information to uphold the Principal’s decision, or may determine a further meeting is necessary. In
either event, the Superintendent’s decision will be final. If the parent/guardians do not request a
review by the Superintendent, then the Principal’s decision will be final as of the fourth day after
the Principal’s written decision was transmitted to the parents/guardians.

Cross Reference:
Policy IHBG - Home Education
Policy IK - Earning of Credit
Policy JJA - Student Activities, Clubs and Organizations

Legal References:
RSA 193:1-c, Access to Public School Programs by Nonpublic...Pupils.

RSA 193-A:6, (Home Education), Records; Evaluation
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